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SUMMARY: ARCHBISHOP HAS DECLARED SEES OP KYRENIA AND KITIUM 
VACANT, AND APPEARS DETERMINED TO MOVE RAPIDLY TO REPLACE THREE 
DEPROCKED BISHOPS. HEALTH MINISTER SEVERIS RESIGNED OVER CHURCH 
CRISIS, HAVING RAILED IN EARLIER EPPORTS AT MEDIATION. WE DETECT 
GENERAL UNEASINESS AT PROSPECT THAT CHURCH POLITICAL CRISIS IS 
BEING DRIVEN THROUGH TO CONCLUSION, BUT NO REASON TO EXPECT 
SUCCESSFUL MEDIATION AT THIS STAGE. GRIVAS EARLIER PLEDGED TO PRO- 
TECT BISHOPS, AND WILL SHORTLY BE UNDER VERY INTENSE PRESSURE TO 
DO SOMETHING. GREEK AMB IN ATHENS ON CONSULTATION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ARCHBISHOP HAS ALREADY ISSUED CIRCULAR ANNOUNCING SEES 
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OP KYRENIA AND KITIUM VACANT. ACCORDING LOCAL PRESS, IN NEXT PEW 
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DAY MAKARIOS EXPECTED ORDER GOVT OEFICES AND BANKS TO IGNORE ANY 
REQUESTS OR INSTRUCTIONS EROM BISHOPS, THUS CUTTING OFE THEIR SOURCE 
OF FUNDS. BISHOPS COULD APPEAL TO COURTS, BUT UNLIKELY THEY WOULD 
BE SUCCESSFUL. (IN JULY 17 MEETING WITH AMB, PIO CHRISTODOULOU 
CONFIRMED THAT MAKARIOS ON SAME DATE WOULD SEND LETTERS TO BANKS 
AND LAND OFFICE INFORMING THEM THAT ALL TRANSACTIONS OF DEPOSED 
BISHOPS HENCEEORTH INVALID.) 

2. MAKARIOS THEN EXPECTED COMPLETE ELECTORAL PROCESS EOR 

NEW BISHOP OF PAPHOS, WHO WOULD BE ENTHRONED WITH ASSISTANCE OF 
AT LEAST THREE EOREIGN BISHOPS. FOLLOWING THIS, PRESS SPECULATES 
THAT MAKARIOS WILL CALL ELECTIONS FOR NEW BISHOPS OF KITIUM AND 
KYRENIA. AS IN PAPHOS, ELECTIONS WOULD BE CUMBERSOME, THREE- 
STAGE AFFAIRS (SEE NICOSIA 1029 FOR DETAILS). PROTRACTED PROCESS 
WOULD GIVE GRIVAS AND HIS SUPPORTERS MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO DIS- 
RUPT PROCEEDINGS. GRIVAS HAS PROMISED PROTECT BISHOPS (NICOSIA 
480) AND, ACCORDING RIGHT WING SYNAGERMOS, IS STILL DETERMINED 
PRESERVE THEIR POSITIONS. IF GRIVAS DECIDES MOVE IN LIMASSOL OR 
KYRENIA, HE WILL HAVE SUPPORT LARGER PERCENTAGE LOCAL POPULATION 
THAN IN PAPHOS, MAKARIOS' HOME TOWN. (ACCORDING CHRISTODOULOU, 
MAKARIOS WILL AVOID IMMEDIATE ELECTION BY CONVENING ANOTHER SYNOD 
TO ELECT SUFFRAGAN BISHOPS FOR KITIUM AND KYRENIA AS INERIM STEP, 
PENDING SELECTION NEW BISHOPS AT SOME EUTURE DATE. PER CHRISTO- 
DOLOU, NEW PAPHOS BISHOP WILL BE ELECTED ON JULY 29, INSTALLED 
JULY 30). 

3. STILL OPEN IS QUESTION OF HOW MAKARIOS WILL REMOVE REBEL 
BISHOPS FROM ECCLESIASTICAL PREMISES. KYRENIA AND KITIUM 
BISHOPRICS ARE VIRTUAL ARMED CAMPS AND FORCEEUL MOVE TO EXPEL 
BISHOPS COULD RESULT IN BLOODY LIGHTING. AT VERY LEAST, IT WOULD 
BE UNSEEMLY AFFAIR AND WE UNDERSTAND POLICE ARE LOATH TO BECOME 
INVOLVED. (CHRISTODOULOU NOTED THAT MAKARIOS COULD STRIP BISHOPS 
OF ALL AUTHORITY IN THEIR SEES WITHOUT PHYSICALLY REMOVING THEM 
FROM THEIR RESIDENCES. HE STRESSED MAKARIOS DESIRE KEEP CURRENT 
DISPUTE CHURCH AEFAIR NOT INVOLVING GOVT ORGANS.) 

4. WE DETECT GENERAL UNEASINESS AT PROSPECT THAT ARCHBISHOP WILL 
FORCE CHURCH POLITICAL CRISIS TO TOTAL PURGE OE BISHOPS, AND PEARS 
THAT THIS WILL DEEPLY DAMAGE AND DIVIDE CHURCH. HEALTH MINISTER 
SEVERIS RESIGNATION JULY 16, POLLOWING FAILURE HIS EARLIER EPFORTS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 NICOSI 01586 I80827Z 

AT CONCILIATION, WILL BE READ BY MANY AS CONFESSION NO COMPROMISE 
POSSIBLE. (JUSTICE MINISTER VAKIS WILL TAKE PORTPOLIO). 

5. DESPITE THIS, THERE ARE WIDESPREAD RUMORS THAT ANOTHER 
MEDIATION EPFORT IS BEING ATTEMPTED AND APPEALS ARE BEING 
ADDRESSED TO ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH AND TO GREECE. RUMORS APPARENTLY 
GENERATED BY GREEK AMB LAGACOS RECENT MEETINGS WITH ESEA 

PRES VASSILIADES, BISHOP ANTHIMOS, AND ARCHBISHOP MAKARIOS. 
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(LATTER MEETING TOOK PLACE AT DAWN JULY 17, IMMEDIATELY BEFORE 
LAGACOS FLEW TO ATHENS.) WE DOUBT ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH OR GREEK 
CHURCH, EACH FOR OWN REASONS, WILL ALLOW SELVES TO BECOME INVOLVED, 
AND WE ASSUME MAKARIOS WILL THWART ANY EFFORT AT MEDIATION. 

6. IN CONVERSATION WITH AMB, CHRISTODOULOU EXPRESSED APPRE- 
HENSION OVER GRIVAS AND ATHENS ROLES IN CURRENT ECCLESIASTICAL 
DISPUTE. RE GRIVAS, CHRISTODOULOU REITERATED CURRENT GOC LINE 
THAT GENERAL SERIOUSLY ILL AND NOT FULLY IN CONTROL OF ENOSIST 
MOVEMENT. HE CITED ARTICLES IN TODAYS PRO GRIVAS GNOMI (CALLING 
FOR HOLY WAR OF FAITHFUL AGAINST "BETRAYAL” OF ORTHODOXY RE- 
PRESENTED BY ACTIONS OF SYNOD) AS REGRETTABLE EFFORT TO STIR UP 
VIOLENCE AGAINST SYNOD DECISION AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION. 

7. COMMENT: FROM CHRISTODOULOU PRESENTATION, AND CONVERSA- 
TIONS WITH OTHER GREEK CYPRIOT OFFICIALS, WOULD APPEAR THAT MAK- 
ARIOS IS TAKING LIMITED BUT FIRM STEPS TO IMPLEMENT SYNODS 
DECISION TO DEFROCK HIS THREE RIVALS WHILE AVOIDING THREAT OR 
USE OF FORCE. WHETHER THIS WILL PREVENT VIOLENT CONFRONTATION 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN. 

MC CLOSKEY 
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